Trovillion, Inveiss & Demakis
Trovillion, Inveiss & Demakis, APC has grown in reputation as one of
Southern California's premier law firms specializing in representation of
employers, insurance carriers and third party administrators in
workers' compensation litigation.
SAN DIEGO

LOS ANGELES

WWW.TIDLAW.COM

ORANGE COUNTY

INLAND EMPIRE

DECEMBER 2016

TID FIRM NEWS

PRACTICE POINTER: COMBATING FRAUDULENT LIENS

TID is pleased to announce
that Associate Michael
Hansen will be transferring to
our office in Pasadena
effective January 16,
2017. Mike started his
employment with TID in the
San Diego office originally as a
law clerk and then as an
associate. Mike will be
handling cases before all Los
Angeles area WCABs. A
native of San Diego, Mike is
looking forward to relocating
to Pasadena and is eager to
continue his career
there. Mike can be contacted
via email
at MHansen@TIDlaw.com
and come January at our Los
Angeles office:

On September 30, 2016, Governor Brown approved two bills
designed to combat fraudulent lien filings by physicians and
medical services providers, Assembly Bill 1244 and Senate
Bill 1160.
As it relates to California Workers' Compensation, AB 1244
concerns the situation in which a physician or medical
services provider is convicted of a misdemeanor or felony
involving fraud or abuse of the workers compensation
system, but whose conviction does not include an agreed or
Court imposed forfeiture of all outstanding lien claims. In
that situation, "all liens pending in any worker's
compensation case in any district office within the state shall
be consolidated and adjudicated in a special lien
proceeding." There shall be a presumption affecting the
burden of proof in that proceeding that the lien arose as a
product of the criminal enterprise. Unless the lien claimant
succeeds in overcoming the presumption by a
preponderance of the evidence, their liens are not payable.
A product of SB 1160 is the enactment of Labor Code Section
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filing of criminal charges against the physician or provider
for an offense involving fraud against the workers'
compensation system, medical billing fraud, insurance fraud,

or fraud against the Medicare or Medi-Cal programs. The
stay remains in effect from the time the charges are filed
until the disposition of the criminal proceedings. The names
of any physician or provider of medical treatment services
whose liens are stayed pursuant to Labor Code Section 4615
will be posted on the Department of Industrial Relations,
Division of Workers Compensation website.
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AB 1244 and SB 1160 are effective on January 1, 2017.
Moving forward, a practitioner dealing with lien claims
should make certain to check the DWC website to confirm
that the lien provider has not been charged with or
convicted of fraud before settling the lien.
Disclaimer: This newsletter is provided to share knowledge and expertise
with our colleagues with the goal that all may benefit. The content of this
newsletter is for general informational purposes only and is not intended to
serve as legal advice or as a guarantee, warranty, or prediction regarding the
outcome of any particular legal matter. Nothing contained within this
newsletter should be used as a substitute for legal advice and does not create
an attorney-client relationship between the reader and Trovillion, Inveiss &
Demakis. Legal advice depends on the specific facts and circumstances of
each individual's situation. You should not rely on this newsletter without
first consulting with a qualified, licensed attorney.

